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km" of soul and body when each are taken as incommunious with each other. 
But suppose a communion more or less, and the "problem" vanishes. 

Ideas do not abut against one another with boundaries of cleavage, nor 
sensation against perception, nor that against the next ranking activity of 
mind. All such appropriations of mind are vicinities, each blending ineffably 
into neighboring vicinities. 

The conception of matter has become so attenuated under the illumination 
of recent years that should it be ascertained that the details of our mental 
furniture have mass it would be pretty hard to establish any distinction of 
ultimate validity other than a distinction of degree between mental and 
physical being. 

It, of course, goes without saying that any work from the pen of M. Binet 
is specially distinguished as to its quality, and that it will present little if any- 
thing that can be assailed upon the basis of his fundamental presuppositions. 

F. C. Russell. 



Syllabary of Chinese Sounds. By Friedrkh Hirth. Extracted from Car- 
negie Institution of Washington Publication No. 54, Research in China, 
Volume I, Part II, pages 511-528. June, 1907. 
The Carnegie Institution of Washington has published a small pamphlet 
on Research in China entitled "Syllabary of Chinese Sounds" by Friedrich 
Hirth, which is a proposition to simplify Chinese transcription, and it would 
be highly desirable if Chinese scholars could be prevailed upon to adopt it 
for all practical purposes. The old transcriptions of Williams and Wade, 
though great improvements on the earlier ones of Ritchie, etc., contain some 
drawbacks which Professor Hirth has adroitly removed. At any rate it would 
be desirable to have uniformity of some kind in this chaos of methods. The 
Syllabary itself contains 10 large pages, and the whole pamphlet with the 
introduction is not more than twenty pages. 



La geometrie analytique generale. By H. Laurent. Paris : Hermann, 1906. 
Pp. 151 . Price, 6 francs. 

The author presents a new solution of the problem which has originated 
in the domain of mathematics since the rise of non-Euclidean geometry. He 
inscribes his book with the motto "If God has created the universe, man has 
created space in order to explain and coordinate his sensations. He would 
have created it of two dimensions if he had been condemned to immobility 
and limited to the sense of sight." Without exactly agreeing with the nega- 
tive part of his statement we will set forth the purpose of Professor Laurent 

His book is an answer to the question, "What are the irreducible hypoth- 
eses that must be made to find out the geometrical propositions of Euclid?" 
He speaks of hypotheses, not of axioms, for he does not intend to make use 
of axioms. He simply examines the consequences of certain hypotheses and 
their contraries. His aim is to build up an abstract and purely logical science 
that has no other relation to geometry than the names of objects upon which 
it speculates, and which have only as abstract an existence as numbers. A 
chief point in his exposition is the doctrine of "displacement without change 
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of form," and he undertakes to prove that it is sufficient only to modify this 
proposition to change the Euclidean geometry into the one of Riemann or of 
Lobatchewski or others less well known. 

The present book may accordingly be regarded as an introduction to the 
general theory of the substitution that can be made for the different ge- 
ometries, and we hope to be able to give it a more thorough analysis after a 
more careful study of the book. 



Art et psychologie individuelle. Par Lucien Arreat. Paris : Alcan. Price, 
2 fr. so. 

In the sketch with which this volume opens the author's purpose is to 
illuminate or to direct the general theories of the beautiful, by the particular 
experience of the individual. He thinks it may be useful, or at least inter- 
esting, to define the relation of one's esthetical views with their application 
in real life, with external influences, and with hereditary disposition. The 
opinions about art discussed in this "sketch" are taken up again and com- 
pleted in a review of the more recent works published on the subject. 

This is followed by two notes, one on "Literary Invention," the other 
on the "Association of Ideas," both connected with the "sketch." 

Some "Observations on a Musician" form a new contribution to the 
study of the psychology of the individual. 



Cl6 CHE E VIVO E CIO CHE E M0RT0 DELLA FIL0S0FIA DI HEGEL CON UN SAGGIO 

di bibliografia hegeliana di Benedetto Croce. Ban: Laterza & Figli, 
1907, Pp. 282. 
In our days when Hegelian philosophy still continues to influence our 
universities although it is claimed to be antiquated, an investigation such as 
Benedetto Croce has undertaken must be regarded as timely. He investi- 
gates what survives and what is practically dead in the Hegel system. He dis- 
cusses Hegel's dialectics and conception of morality. He points out the false 
application of Hegel's philosophy and the truth that is contained in it. He 
comes to the conclusion that Hegel has not overcome dualism and finds it 
impossible to accept Hegel's philosophy as a whole without having it first 
thoroughly subjected to a careful criticism. 



Nietzsche's Zarathustra. Von Prof. Karl Knortz. Halle: Peter, 1906. 
Pp.66. 
This pamphlet is an enthusiastic account of Nietzsche's philosophy, with 
special reference to his Thus Spake Zarathustra. Professor Knortz puts his 
own interpretation on this exceedingly radical philosopher, and sees in him 
one of the most original and interesting phenomena in modern thought. We 
do not agree with Professor Knortz, but we have read his pamphlet with 
pleasure, and will only add that the historical Zoroaster is at present too 
well known not to disturb us in having him, the great preacher of Ahura 
Mazda, the Lord Omnipotent, represent Nietzsche's atheism. We will further 
add that the name Zarathustra does not mean "God Star," as was supposed 
some time ago. Though the origin of the name is doubtful, scholars all agree 
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that ustro means "camel" ; while the first part of the word may mean "fierce," 
or "tormenting," or "robbing" or "old." The name is certainly a genuine 
personal name and testifies most clearly to a real personality who bore it, for 
a more prosaic name could not have been invented for the leader of a most 
effective religious reform. 



The Origin and Development of the Moral Ideas. By Edward Wester- 
marck. London : Macmillan, 1906. Two volumes. Vol. I. Pp. 716. 

The well-known author of the History of Human Marriage analyses in 
the present volume the moral concepts of right, wrong, duty, justice, virtue, 
merit, etc., and finds that there are two kinds of moral emotions, indignation 
and approval, at the bottom of every moral concept (p. 131). The main inter- 
est of the book lies in the enormous material which Westermarck has collected 
on homicide, parricide, feticide, human sacrifices, blood revenge, capital pun- 
ishment, the duel, charity, hospitality, slavery, etc. 

Westermarck's philosophical attitude is brought out in the following 
passages : 

"Our moral consciousness belongs to our mental constitution, which we 
cannot change as we please. We approve and we disapprove because we can- 
not do otherwise. Can we help feeling pain when the fire burns us? Can 
we help sympathizing with our friends ? Are these phenomena less necessary, 
less powerful in their consequences, because they fall within the subjective 
sphere of experience? So, too, why should the moral law command less 
obedience because it forms part of our own nature? 

"Far from being a danger, ethical subjectivism seems to me more likely 
to be an acquisition for moral practice. Could it be brought home to people 
that there is no absolute standard in morality, they would perhaps be some- 
what more tolerant in their judgments, and more apt to listen to the voice 
of reason. If the right has an objective existence, the moral consciousness 
has certainly been playing at blindman's buff ever since it was born, and will 
continue to do so until the extinction of the human race. But who does admit 
this? The popular mind is always inclined to believe that it possesses the 
knowledge of what is right and wrong, and to regard public opinion as the 
reliable guide of conduct. We have, to be sure, no reason to regret that there 
are men who rebel against the established rules of morality; it is more de- 
plorable that the rebels are so few, and that, consequently, the old rules change 
so slowly. Far above the vulgar idea that it has its existence in each indi- 
vidual mind, capable of any expansion, proclaiming its own right to exist, if 
needs be, venturing to make a stand against the whole world. Such a con- 
viction makes for progress." 



